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a fact, however, that acts of s^crtals ar.c violence ;vere by no means
widespread.

Imperial-'st propagandists C:-A" ed en 5- ^mps,ignoi vilification of
Gandhiji and the Congress. Gar.cV.ij: VTT.~ realigned as pro-Axis, even
when the Government or India \rjra aetv.r.Kv in possession of a letter,
dated Sept. 23, 1942, written "07 him to t':3 Viceroy, denouncing and
disclaiming all responsibility forth 2 ^ets cf violence committed in the
name of Congress. In this !etj-3r. Gsnf.1-::]: s?.:d: " . . . In spite of all
that has been said to the contrary, I e'.r.im ':hs,': the Congress policy
still remains unequivocally nor.-vicisr.:. Tr.3 -.v/.D-esale arrest of the
Congress leaders seems to huve r.ir/-o i-.s psc^Ic v::ld \v:th rage to
the point of losing self-control. I feel ihr.~ the Government not the
Congress, are responsible for the destruction that has taken place.
The only right course of the Government seems to me to be to release
the Congress leaders, withdraw all rsprsssro :-isasu?9s and explore
ways and means of conciliation. Sursiy the Government have
ample resources to deal with any overt act cl violence. Repression
can only breed discontent and b-'ttornass. . . " It is significant that
this letter was held back when Government published, on the eve of
Gandhiji's fast on Feb. 9. 1943, the correspondence that had passed
since August between him and the Viceroy. Obviously, Gandhiji was
holding forth the olive branch and the Viceroy was repelling it. In
his letter dated Jan. 19, 1943, disowning responsibility for the distur-
bances which Government was trying frantically to foist on him,
Gandhiji wrote: "(1). If you want me to act singly, convince me
that I was wrong and I will make ample amends* (2). If you want
me to make any proposal on behalf of the Congress, you should put
me among the Congress Working Committee members. I do plead
with you to make up your mind to end the impasse/'10

Every time Gandhiji got 'NO* for an answer. Indeed, Govern-
ment wanted the impasse. Imperialist bureaucrats could not tolerate
free India fighting fascism with the glow of freedom in her heart.
They could only justify their conduct before the United Nations by
dubbing Congress pro-Axis, by provoking our people into fury and
ruthlessly suppressing them. They, therefore, blaoked-out the truth
about India. They knew very well that Congress was anti-fascist,
that the movement, envisaged but not launched, was definitely plan-
ned to be non-violent, that, as Moulana Azad wrote later to the
Viceroy! "TheA.I.C.C. at no time contemplated such a campaign

19 "India Unreconciled'*, pp. 114-123; the Government version can be foand in
''Congress Responsibility for tbe Disturbances ".